Flowers, sweets tough to beat

Gifts: Valentine's Day
shoppers still line up
for roses, chocolate.

By THERESA MCQUEEN
THE PORTERVILLE RECORDER

The zaying that you can't go
wrong with flowers or candy
was proven frue once again this
Valentine's Day.

Stafford's Famous Chocolates
in Porterville had people lined
up out the door in hopes of get-
ting a last-minute sweet sur-

prise for their sweethearts.

“I'm here shopping for my
husband, my dawghter and my
son,” Erika Carazolez said while
patiently waiting in line at
Stafford's,

Carazolez said that every year
she buys her holiday chocolates
from Stafford's.

“They have the best chocolate
here,” Carazolez added.

Next in line, half way out the
door was Roesanne Huston who
was shopping for her S-vear-old
son and ber finance.

“We [Huston and her son's

class from St. Anne’s Catholic
School] went on a field trip
here,” Huston said.

“Mr. Stafford came out and
talked to the kids. He talked
about how they made their fa-
mous chocolates, their turtles
and marshmallow candies.”

Huston went on to say that
gince the field trip, all her son
wants is Stafford’s chocolate.

“He loves it," Huston said
ahout her enthusiastic son and
his new found love for choco-
late,

Mease see SWEETS, PAGE 124
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Stafford’s Famous Chocolates was once again a busy place Monday
as Valentine's Day shoppers were out in mass.
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Nothing says 'l love you' like a chocolate heart with a cupid on it. Stafford's Famous Chocolates is a

popular spot each Valentine's Day.

SWEETS: And ‘you can’t go wrong with flowers

Continued from Page 14

The line at Stafford’s mir-
rored that at The Flower Mill in
dowmtown Parterville,

According to Daryl Walters,
owner of The Flower Mill,
Valentine’s Day i5 one of the
largest one-day holiday occa-
shons.

“Everyone wants their love
sent on Valentine's Day," Wal-
tiers said.

Walters also confirmed that as
expected, by far the most popu-
lar floral request is a dozen red
roges. However The Flower Mill
carries roses in 12 different col-
0ors for the holiday, and they're
all imported from South Ameri-
3,

“Thizs year the second most
popular flower is tulips,” Wal-
ters added.

Walters personal opinion is
that the best choice for floral
drrangements is Peruvian lilies
because they not only look nice,

but they are very-long lasting.

The Valentine's Day rush also
requires a lot of planning, staff
and grunt work.

"We start preparing in De-
cember,” Walters said. "It takes
a large crew of people, from de-
livering to taking order to mak-
Ing the arrangements.”

Walters estimates several
hundred of arrangements are
ordered during Valentine's Day.

"We triple the staff size for
the holiday, and everybody puts
in 70-100 hours for the week™
Walters said. '

Beverly Hirami was in fromt
of the line Monday afternoon or-
dering candy and flowers for a
physical therapist who helped
her mother. Hirami has been a
customer at The Flower Mill for
Vears,

“Yees, every year [ shop at The
Flower Mill" Hirami said, "I
just love the people here and the

sarvice you receipe.

“They're so creative and artis-
tie," Hirami added. "And Darvl
[Walters] is the bright spot of
The Flower Mill,”

Another customer at The
Flower Mill was sept in &5 a
sort-0f consultant for a friend
Joyee Crawlord, loval Flower
Mill customer for the past four
years, was shopping for a friend
who needed help picking some-
thing out for his wife,

“I picked out the multi-col-
ored roses, their beautiful,”
Crawford said.

Crawlord admitted to being
sent on such errand for friends
on many occasions, and when
asked why, she simply respond-
ed with a grin, "because [ have
goad taste,"

“You can't go wrong with
flowers as a vessel to copvey
one’s feelings and emotions for
their loved ones,” Walters said.

b Contact Theresa McQueen at
T84-5000, Ext. 10432 or tme-
queen@portery



